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GLOUCESTERSHIRE POLICE AND CRIME PANEL
MINUTES of a meeting of the Gloucestershire Police and Crime Panel held on Wednesday 7 July 
2021 at the Council Chamber - Shire Hall, Gloucester.

PRESENT:
William Alexander
Cllr Jonny Brownsteen
Cllr Philip Burford
Cllr David Gray
Cllr Dawn Melvin

Cllr Sajid Patel
Cllr Martin Pearcy
Cllr Steve Robinson
Martin Smith
Cllr Brian Tipper

Substitutes: Cllr Jenny Forde (In place of Cllr Ray Brassington)

Others in attendance: Chris Nelson – Police and Crime Commissioner 
Nick Evans – Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner
Ruth Greenwood – Deputy Chief Executive Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner (OPCC)

Apologies: Cllr Joe Harris

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No declarations of interest were received. 

Cllr Burford, Forest of Dean District Council (FoDDC), had raised concerns ahead of the 
meeting that as the candidate was also a member of the FoDDC that there might be a 
conflict of interest. The Clerk to the Panel informed the meeting that this matter had been 
raised with the county council’s Monitoring Officer who had clarified that there was no 
conflict of interest.

2. APPOINTMENT OF A DEPUTY POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER - 
CONFIRMATION HEARING 

2.1 The Panel had received all the documentation required by legislation ahead of the meeting. 

2.2 The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) informed the Panel that the role of the PCC 
was wide ranging and that a Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner (DPCC), with their 
own distinct priorities was required. The PCC also stated that it was expected that the 
DPCC role would be mandated in Phase 2 of the review of PCCs. 

2.3 The PCC informed the Panel that out of 12 applications, 4 had been short listed, and that 
Mr Nick Evans was the strongest candidate. Mr Evans had an outstanding CV, and had 
stood out from the other candidates. The PCC hoped that the Panel would support this 
appointment. As required by legislation the appointment had been brought to the Panel 
ahead of an announcement in the local media. 

2.4 Mr Evans informed the Panel that the he had worked for 15 years predominantly in the 
public sector, had always been driven by public service and a desire to serve the 
community. He stated that he had a breadth of professional and voluntary experience that 
he could bring to the role. He had also been a Special Constable. He felt that the role of 
DPCC improved transparency with regard to the role of the PCC. 
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2.5 He supported the PCC’s public health approach to policing and wanted Gloucestershire to 
be an exemplar in this area. It would be important to identify the right intervention at the 
right time. Mr Evans felt that his unique blend of experience and skills would enable him to 
bring people together.

2.6 It was questioned whether Mr Evans would continue in his role as a District Councillor, did 
he perceive there to be any conflicts between the roles? (NB. Regulations did not preclude 
an elected member from this role.) Mr Evans stated that he had taken advice from the 
FoDDC Monitoring Officer and would declare an interest at meetings if appropriate to do 
so. He did not want his actions to undermine the PCC or the OPCC and would remove 
himself from any situation where he thought there was the potential for this to happen. He 
felt that his role as a district councillor would add value to his role as DPCC.

2.7 Panel members welcomed the attendance of Nick Evans at the meeting and his willingness 
to engage with and respond to their questions. Members were impressed with his 
enthusiasm for the role. In considering the recruitment process the Panel agreed that this 
had been managed competently, and that the candidate met the criteria.

2.8 The Panel was therefore pleased to confirm the appointment of Nick Evans to the post of 
Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire.

3. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
The Panel agreed that it was not necessary to enter an exempt session.

4. PANEL DISCUSSION 
Please see minute 2.

CHAIRMAN

Meeting concluded at 12:56


